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SCHOOL VOLUNTEER PROGRAM 

310. Ms L.L. BAKER to the Minister for Education: 
I firstly welcome Christine Gray and some of the 1 800 volunteers from the School Volunteer Program who are 
with us in the gallery today. 

I refer to the long-running School Volunteer Program, which puts hundreds of senior citizens into Western 
Australian classrooms as part of its highly successful mentoring program. 

(1) Can the minister please confirm that the School Volunteer Program has been advised that its funding is 
guaranteed for only 12 months? 

(2) Can the minister confirm that the government has cut the seconded teacher who was formerly attached 
to the program and responsible for liaising with schools across Western Australia? 

(3) Why will the minister not support this program that enables volunteers, including people who have 
recently lost their jobs, to remain engaged in the wider community and at the same time also support 
our vulnerable young people? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 
(1)-(3) Of course, this government does support this program wholeheartedly. In fact, it began � 

Mr E.S. Ripper interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, Leader of the Opposition! 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: � in 1997 when the current Premier was the Minister for Education. The program has 
been supported through all those years, initially with $30 000 a year, which was increased to $60 000 a year, and 
more recently by the former government to $270 000 a year. That funding has been increased to $280 000 for the 
coming financial year. Therefore, of course, this government does support this program. We value very much 
those people who are involved in the program and it is a great opportunity both for the schools and for the 
volunteers involved in it. 

Mr P. Papalia: The person who asked the question sits over there. 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Warnbro!  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I direct my remarks through the Speaker, actually. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: You�re just a new boy; that�s the trouble! 

The SPEAKER: Order, Leader of the House!  
Dr E. CONSTABLE: The teacher who was part of this program was there for only a limited period until she 
was ready to return to the classroom � 
Mr A.J. Carpenter interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, member for Willagee!  
Dr E. CONSTABLE: At the end of this financial year, she will return to the classroom, as the organisation 
knew from the beginning. 
 


